
St Luke’s School Curriculum Overview – Reception 

 

 Autumn 1 
My New School 
Ourselves 

Autumn 2 
Festivals and 
Celebrations  

Spring 1 
Wild Animals   

Spring 2 
New beginnings/ 
Growing  

Summer 1 
Traditional tales  

Summer 2 
Dinosaurs and 
superheroes  

Personal, Social 
& Emotional 
Development 

Separating from carer 
Making friends 
Following instructions 

Team work  
Personal hygiene 
Our golden rules 

Caring for ourselves 
Physical wellbeing 
Growing 

Caring for our 
environment  
Life cycles 

Consideration for 
others  
Team work 

Winning and losing 
Transition 
Water safety  

Communication 
& Language 

Speaking, listening and understanding opportunities throughout the year through role play, whole class and group activities, joining in songs and 
rhymes, “Show and tell”, participating in class assemblies and church services (with adults modelling language skills) 

Physical 
Development 
 

PE  PE PE PE PE Sports Day 
SCIS – Athletics 

Daily outdoor and indoor activities focusing on fine and gross motor skills - including bikes, scooters, big construction, sand, malleable materials, bead 
threading, writing, drawing, painting, cutting etc.    “Real” and appropriate opportunities to learn about healthy living and keeping safe. 

Literacy -  
Reading and 
Writing  
 
 

Sharing and enjoying a variety of books, handling books carefully, 
“reading” from top to bottom, left to right  
Noticing print in the environment  
Recognising familiar words and signs 
Joining in with rhymes and rhythms  
Linking single sounds to letters of alphabet  
Early blending of sounds (eg d o g) 
Giving meaning to the marks they make, name writing, beginning to use 
initial sounds 

Enjoying an increasing range of books (fiction, non-fiction, poetry) 
Understanding what they have read, using vocabulary and facts learnt from 
books.  Storytelling,  Book week and Theatre visit 
Linking letters to sounds and diagraphs (eg –ck) 
Blending letter sounds (eg  c  a  t / sh  ee  p) 
Using phonic knowledge to read and write simple words  
Developing sight vocabulary, spelling simple words correctly  
Writing captions and labels and beginning to write simple sentences 
Holding pencil correctly, letter formation  

Mathematics 

 

Number – counting/ 
recognising and 
recording to 10 
1:1 correspondence 
2D shapes - describing 

Recognising numbers 
Comparing numbers 
larger-smaller 
Mathematical 
vocabulary – length/ 
weight/ capacity 
Patterns 

2/3D shapes and related 
vocabulary 
Measuring 
Estimating/counting 
1 more/1 less 
Patterns 
Positional language 

Counting forwards & 
back 
Practical addition & 
subtraction 
Sorting/size and 
mass 
Time 

Counting in 1s and 2s  
Estimating 
Solving problems with 
money and time 
Practical and simple 
recording of addition 
and subtraction 

2D & 3D shapes 
1 more/ 1 less 
Adding and subtracting (2  
1 digit numbers eg 3+4) 
Counting to 20  
Counting in 2s, 10s 
Sharing fairly – half, double  

Understanding 
the World 

Starting school 
Autumn  
What makes me 
special? 
Handling range of ICT 
equipment 

Birthdays 
Light & festivals of 
light, Christmas 
Programmable toys 
Whiteboard 
activities and games 

Family customs and 
routines eg Chinese 
New Year  
RE- Why is Jesus 
important to Christians? 
Completing simple 
computer programs 

Life cycles 
Weather and 
seasons 
Easter and new life 
Completing simple 
computer programs 

Animals – differences 
and similarities  
Hampstead Heath  -
“Bugliest Bug” visit 
Right and Wrong  
ICT Researching info 

Family customs and 
routines eg holidays 
Water, the environment  
What makes a place 
special? 
ICT Researching info 

Expressive Arts & Responding to music through songs & moving Singing – playing instruments Music from other countries  



 

 

Design 
 

Small and large construction  
Free painting – observational approach  

Patterns in the environment – cutting,  sticking 
and assembling.  Free painting  

Exploring artists, painting and colour mixing 
Collage 

 


